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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98 and MPEP 609, and in compliance with the duty of 
disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.56, applicants submit copies of the references listed 
on the attached PTO/SB/08A for consideration by the Patent and Trademark Office in the above-entitled 
application and to be made of record therein. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) in that 
applicants believe that it is being filed prior to the mailing date of the first Office action on the merits. 
Accordingly, neither a statement nor fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) or (d) is required. However, if an Office 
action was issued prior to the date of mailing of this Information Disclosure Statement, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any required fees regarding this Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit 
Account No. 19-1345. 
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Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol. 012, no. 252 (C-512), 15 July 1988 (1988-07-15) & JP 63 040705 A 
(EBARA RES CO LTD), 22 February 1988 (1988-02-22) 
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Partial European Search Report for European Patent Application No. EP 00926243.7, dated March 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard 
ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document 
by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible, applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation 
is attached or place an "A" here if English language abstract is attached.. 
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